THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD                *5

slavery, and luxury. He asked them to honour
women. Not only did he preach the unity of
God, but he said to them that all men are one*
He taught them to look upon men as brethren.

The Prophet Muhammad was both the preacher
of a new religion and the maker of a nation. Before
his time, Arabia was divided into four parts* One
of these was Hejaz with the sacred city of Mecca.
Another was the rocky Arabia which was full of
Christian monasteries. It was from there that
Islam spread to Palestine, Syria, and Egypt
Then there was Yemen which was in contact with
India and China and Abyssinia* There was also
the tract near the Persian Gulf. The Prophet
united all these into one country. He also united
the tribes pf Arabia into a nation*

But Islam did not remain confined to the Arabs
in Arabia; it spread in Asia and northern Africa.
Spain became a centre of Islam and in Persia and
Egypt too the banner of Islam waved* From
Persia Islam spread to Central Asia and China.
Thus it has been said that within about fifty years
of the death of the Prophet the Islamic banner
flew from Morocco to the Qxus. The spread of
Islam, however, meant not oaly the spread of a
rdigkm, but also the spread of Arab

Wherever the Arabs wnt they left their ma* on
buildings, roads, languages, arts, dress* manners,
and traditions.
What was this Mamie culture? Its essence fey